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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

The following message was received

from His Excellency the Governor of
Texas: '

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Austin, Tex., March 17, 1801.
To the Honorable House of Represen-
tatives of the State of Texas:

Regretfully I am compelled from a

gense of duty to disapprove House bill

n act to extend the

your honorahfe body where it origi-
nated.

My reason for this action is that the
bill is in violation of the State Consti
tution, for that it attempts to change
the charter of Beaumont, a city of less
than 10,000 inhabitants, by extending
its boundaries.

Section 4, article 11 of the Constitu-
tion expressly provides that ‘'cities
and towns having a popalation of
10,000 inhabitants or Jess may be char-
tered by general law.” Also section
56, of article 8, declares: “‘The legis-
lature shall not, except as otherwise

rovided in this Constitution pass any
ocal or special law * * *incorpo-
rating cities, towns or villages or
changing their charters; and in all
other cases where a general law can be
made applicable, no local or special
law shall be enarted.

‘The only class of cities that can be
incorporated by special law are those
having more than ten thousand in-
habitants. See article 11, section 5,
Constitution.

In obedience to these constitutional
provicions, and to give small
oities like Beaumont an opportunity
to extend their boundaries, article
843, revised statvtes, was adopted,
which provides that limits of such
eorporations may be extended by add-
inﬁ additional territory to the same
whenever a majority of the qualified
electors of said territory shall indicate
a derire to be included within their
limits.

As a rule special laws embrace
features that are repugnant to those
most affected by them. The one
uuder consideration does not ap-
pear to be an exception, for it pro-
poses to add more people and their
gmperty to the corporation to help

ear its burdens without their consent.
I trust, therefore, that your honorable
body, on consideration, will conciude
that it shall not pass. .

Respeotfully,
J. 8. Hoaa,
Goveroor.of Texas.




